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In common with other rural counties we had been facing the problem of the dull and backward (including mentally deficient) child, and found it an extremely difficult one to solve. Our In dealing with the various types, the general method of procedure was to forecast, with the aid of the excellent tests now in use, the probable educational or mental age of the child in the school leaving year, and then attempt to so arrange tuition that he (or she) might be doing the maximum work of which he was capable by the time he left school.
A well-graded scheme of work then became a necessity. There is at present no apparatus on the market which is entirely suitable for such a Scheme, though it has been possible to use some which can be purchased. It has, therefore, been necessary to devise apparatus which, with the above, would meet the needs of the Scheme of work which has been arranged. This has taken a very great deal of time and study, especially of modern individual methods. The Scheme, together with the examples of the various apparatus, can be seen in the Committee's Book Store, and may be loaned for a short period to teachers interested.
The work of each child was planned and recorded so that the progress made over a given period, or at any period, could be easily verified.
I am happy to say that in every case where children have been treated over the whole period, progress has far exceeded what I had been led to hope for. Burt and Tredgold both quote the rate of the advance of the defective as being about onethird of the rate of the advance of the normal. In two cases where children of 10 and 11 years respectively had failed to progress in reading during 5 years of school life, progress has been made during the last year at the rate of the normal. The children in question work under very different conditions. No. 1 had some interests, could write, do a little arithmetic, but had no knowledge of reading, and the master assured me that he could not be taught to read. During the past year he has had the interest of a capable teacher, and has worked with " special " apparatus which the teacher also uses for her class work.
One visit per month partly for supervision and partly for the teaching of light woodwork, has proved sufficient. This child is one of 22 in class, and his progress during the past year has been that of normal. No. 2 is in a Senior Boys' School where class teaching is the rule. He had no interests in school, had failed to find anything he could do?of the " stay put " type, he sat on a chair all day long apart, just doing nothing. He has been exceedingly difficult to rouse. Frequent visits have been necessary, sometimes two a week; altogether this boy has had three times the amount of visits given to any other child. He still mentally loafs away a great part of his time, but he has made a year's progress in reading in one year. This, in spite of the fact that he is working in a senior school, and is unable to rely on an already busy teacher for help, but has had to depend wholly on the apparatus supplied, and the special visits. (1) A cretin, who now, after making excellent progress, seems to be at a standstill.
(2) A boy of 8 years, I.Q., 45, ineducable, who had been included in the Scheme at the request of a teacher.
(3) Two Mongols?one of these was to be excluded but the master decided against exclusion.
It has been possible, in four cases, for children to return to normal work after a period of special treatment.
We may, I think, conclude:
(1) That the dull and backward child can make decided progress in the elementary school where suitable methods are employed and where a teacher has the help and guidance of someone who has made a special study of the subject.
(2) That the influence of the other children is generally for the good of the backward child, and it is a very rare thing indeed in rural schools to find such a child treated unfairly or unkindly by his fellows. (3) That the backward child who is making progress is very much more at home in the school than the one who is simply marking time.
